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2 cople call d Met odifts. 


"8 : T may be neefful to ſpecify EL I mean by. 4: 
8 this ambiguous Term; fince it would be lol 8 
Labour to ſpeak to Mcthodifts, ſo called, with- - =—_ 
out firſt e thoſe to whom 1 ſpeak. "my. 
>. By Methedifis 1 mean, a People who profeſs 


* o purſue (in whatſoever Meaſure they have attained 5 >; 4 
olineſs of Heart and Life, inward and outward Con- — 
Pormity in all Things to the revealed Will of God: 8 FI 1 — 
place Religion i in uniform Reſemblance of the great Ob- 5 <= 
ect of it; ; na ſteady Imitation of him they worſhip, i in - 
In his imitable Perfections; more particularly, i in Juſtice. : 
'"PMcrey, and Truth, or univerſal Love filling the. 
and governing. the Life. = 
You, to whem I now ſpeak, believe. this Love £9 
Imankind. cannot ſpring but from the Love e 
I Vou think there can be no Inſtance * one, 


Aer Affection embraces every Child of Man, (tho bor... 
endeared to him either by I ies of Blood, or "by any na : Hs 25 


tural or civil Relation) unleſs that Aff. edion flow 4 25 — — 

a grateful, filial Love, to the common Father of all ;- To. 5 5 1 
Iod, conſidered not only as his Father, but ag the 25. „ 
ther of the Spirits of all Fleſh ; yea, as the geners "IE | Vs 

rent and F riend of al the Families, bath of K 6. = | EY 8 

This filial Love you ſuppoſe to flow only fron: Faith! _—_— 

I which you deſcribe as a ſupernatural Evidence (or Con- Bs 1 = 

viction) of Things not een. ſo that BA who þ 4% 2 =} 


15 this Principle, IN ö 8525 e 8 
5 The Things unknown. t ede Seng, 75 - he bY 
_ | . Unſeen by Reaſon's flimm Rays 5 > "OP 2 
| | With ftrong, commanding Evia ener 5h 
= Their Head 10) Origin diſplay, g. 
: : A 2 | 


p CA ED * 


_ zh Bas bea. its. ee Lig — 2 
a FE = EY | "The Cloudi diſperſe, 20 h. . 2 
1 „„ 75b5˙ i ble & 1 i T7 v 
nee £ 5 
Vou ſuppoſe this Faith to imply an Evidence that Go 1 
| "S. merciful to me a Sinner; that he is reconciled to mi C 
dy the Death of his Son, and now accepts me, for hill 
fake, You accordingly deſcribe the Faith of a rea v 
Chriſtian, as, A ſure Truft and Confidence (over and (: 
above his 4/ent to the ſacred Writings) which he hat 41 
« in God, that his Sins are forgiven; and that he is, ,,, 
= thro' the Merits of Chriſt, reconciled to the Favoulſſ t! 
e 8. 
Vou believe farther, that boch this Faith and Love 5 
are wronght in us by the Spirit of God ; nay, that ther ir 
cannot be in any Man, one good Temper or Deſire, oi y 
ſo much as one ares Thought. unleſs it be produced y 
by the Almighty Power of God, by the Inſpiration a 1 
Influence of the Holy Ghoſt. 8 
| If you walk by this Rule, continually endeavouring 1 
1 to know, and love, and reſemble, and obey the great e, 
SS God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the Gad „ 
bk. of Lore, of pardoning Mercy: If from this Principle off 3 
5 77 -JDovpe, obedient Faith, you carefully abſtain from all ſ. 
N Evil, and labour, as you have Opportunity, to do o 
ks Good to all Men, Friends or Enemies; If, laſtly, you , 
naͤlnnite together, to encourage and help each other, in , 
mms working out your Salvation, and for that End 4 
wuaatch over one another in Love, you are they whom 1 
5 mean by Method! ft. 5 CD 1 
3 The firſt general Advice which one who loves * your 5 
i Souls, would earneſtly recommend to every one of you, : 
5, Conf der with deep and frequent Attention, the peculiar Y 
| Cr ircumſtances wherein you ſtand. | 'f: 
One of theſe is, That you are a new People. Your f 
5 Name is new, (at leaſt, as uſed in a religious Senſe) not . 
heard of, till a few Years ago, either in our own, or any 
other Nation. Your Principles are new, in this reſpect, . 
That there is no other Set of People among us (and, | 
.poſſibly, not in the Chriſtian World) who hold them all, , 
n the ſame Degree and Connection; who ſo frenuouly 
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and continually inſiſt on . abſolute N ere 


Work. And perhaps there is no other Set of People, | 


nions, on outward Modes of Worſhip, and the Uſe of 


making it a Rule, to abſtain from faſhionable Diotr fions, 
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verſal Holineſs both in Heart and Life; of e N 
joyous Love of God ; of a ſupernatural Evidence of 

Things not ſeen; of an inward Witneſs that we are the 
Children of God; and of the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in order to any good Thought, or Word, or 


(at leaſt not viſibly united together) Who lay Jo much, 
and yet no more Streſs than you do, on ReQitude of Ohl | 


thoſe Ordinances which you acknowledge to be of God: 
So much Streſs you lay even on right Opinions, as to pro- 
teſs, that you earneſtly deſire to have a right Judgment 
in all Things, and are glad to uſe every Means which 

you know:or believe may be conducive thereto ; and 
yet not +/o much as to condemn any Man upon Farth, 

merely for thinking otherwiſe than you do; much leſs 
to imagine, that God condemns him for this, if he be 
opright- and ſincere of Heart. On thoſe outward Medes 
of Morſei wherein you have been bred up, you lay Jo 
225 Streſs, as highly to approve them; but not ſo much 
as to leſſen your Love to thoſe who conſcientiouſly Eo 
ſent from you herein. You likewiſe lay /o much Streſs © 
on the Uſe of thoſe Ordinances, which you believe to be 
of God, as to confeſs, there is no Salvation for you, if 
you wilfully negle& them, And yet you do not jadge 

them that are otherwiſe minded; you determine no- 
thing concerning thoſe, who, not believing thoſe Ordi- 
nances to be of God, do, out of Principle, abſtain from 
them. =. 
Your Strifneſs of Life, abing the 00 of i it toge. 5 
ther, may likewiſe be accounted new, I med, Your 


from reading Plays, Romances, or Boks of Humour, 
from ſinging innocent Songs, or teleing in metry, gay, 
diverting Manner; your Plaines of Dreſs; your Man- 
ner of Dealing in Trade; your Exactneſs in obſerving. 
the Lord's Day; your Scrupuloſity as to Things. NE. 
have not paid Cuſtem; your total Abſtinence from ii 
tuous Liquors, (unleſs in Caſes of Necelity:3). your Rule, 8 
4 not to mention the Fault of an abſent Perſon, in par? 5 
6 e of e or of he. in Auffbrtiy, may 
AS 2 


- 


8 Jolly be termed new. F altho⸗ 3 are . 
 Pulous} in ſome of theſe Things, and others are ſtrict with 
regard to other Particulars ; yet we do not find any other 
Body of People, who inſiſt on all theſe Rules together. 
With reſpect therefore both to your Name, Principles, 
and Practice, you may be conſidered as a new People. 
Another peculiar Circumſtance of your prefent Situa- 
3 tion, is, That you are newly united together ; that you 
wrde gathered, or (as it ſeems): gathering rather, out 
of all other Societies or Congregations ; nay, and that 
5 have been hitherto, and do ſtill ſubſiſt without 
„ (for you are a low, infignificant People) without 
Riches, (for you are poor, almoſt to a Man, having no 
more than the plain Neceſſaries of Life) and without 
rüber any extraordinary Gifts of Nature, or the Advan- 
5 tages of Education: Moſt even of your Teachers being 
8 5 Quite un learned, and (in other Things) ignorant Men. 
. £7 = There is yet another Circumſtance, which is quite pe- 
: cuhay to yourſelves: Whereas every other religious Sci 
"= of People, as ſoon as they were joined to each other, 
WE 5 > eparated. them ſclaes from their former Societies or Cons. 
_=_ = 5 . Vou, on the contrary, do not; nay, you 
blut diſavow all Deſire of ſeparating from them. 
a -- __ You openly and continually declare you have not, nor. 
5 Ever had, ſuch a Deſign. And whereas the Congrega- 
tions to which thoſe Separatilts belong'd, have generally 
*- - _ - ſpared no Pains to prevent that Separation; thoſe to 
which you belong, ſpare no Pains (not to prevent, but) 
do occaſion this Separation, to drive you from them, to 
1 1 5 : force yon on that Diviſion, to which you declare you have 
138 * 7 te krongeſt n. M 
5 Obulder theſe. 8 Circumſtances wherein you 
xp 3 x W's and you will fee the Propriety of a fecond Ad- 
. _ vies would. recommend to you, Do not imagine you can 
3 in „ Vour very Name en this im- 


„ Fer nM Mod, : [have any Idea of wh; it means.. 
nr dil Heathen Greck. Only: 
8 | 2 — = 28 2 . | £7 1 5 5 5 2 : - 2 


2 abi very bad, either a Papiſt, 
wier of the Church, or ſome, 
ned: of Moyſter * all Probability, the farther, 


i . ; it. 


6 N 


1 


"4 it goes; it muſt POR up more and wore Evil. Tein” 7 


vain. therefore for any that is called a Ae Po erer 15 


| think of not giving Offence. 


And as much Offence as you give by your Mews: ws” 
will give ſtill more by your Principles, You will give 
Offence to the Bigot, for Opinions, Modes of e 9h! 
and Ordinances, by laying: zo more Streſs upon them: 
To the Bigots again/t them, by laying ſo much: TU. 


Men of Form, by inſiſting ſo frequently and ſtrongly on 


the inward Power of Religion: To Moral Men, (fo cal. 
led) by declaring the abſolute Neceſsity of Faith, in 
order to Acceptance with God: To Men of Regin 
you will give Offence, . by talking of Inſpiration and : 
receiving the Holy-Ghoſt : To Drunkards, Sabbath- | 


breakers, common Swearers, and other open Sha . > 
refraining from their Company, as well as by that Dif- E. 
approbation of their Behaviour, which you will often be 1 
obliged to expreſs. And indeed your Life muſt give | — 
them continual Offence ; your Sobriety is. grievouſſy of. 
fenſive to a Drunkard; your ſeriors Converſation is; | SY 
equally intolerable to a gay Impertinent'; and, in — 
neral, that * you are grown ſo preciſe and fiugalar, " 2h -3- - "5 
e monſterouſly ftria, beyond all Senſe and Reaſon, that E _— 
* © 
you /cuple ſo many harmleſs Things, and fancy Your. - MY 
are obliged to do ſo many others which you need: not, „ 
cannot but be an Offence to abundance of People, N = 5 
Friends and Relations in particular. Either thereſore: a rs 1 = 
you muſt conſent to give up your i inci or your "Rp 
fond Hope of pleaſing Men. 5 5 — 
What makes even your Principles more Sende a 5 1 
this uniting. of yourſelves together: Becauſe this 1 i 
renders you more conſpicuous, placing you more in th 55 8 
Eye of Men; more /u/p:cicus, I mean, liable to be fuf-:* Do _ 
pected of carrying on ſome ſiniſter Deſign, | leſpecially ; = he — 
by thoſe who do not, or wi// not, know your inv... 
able Attachment to his preſent Majeſty 3) more dreadful, | E + 


to thoſe of a fearful. Temper, who imagine you- have 5 2 
any ſuch Deſign; and more odjous to Men of Zeal, 1 


their Zeal be any other than fervent Love to Gods an 
Man 


©, «pA 
226 


gathered o out of ſo Many other * . 


— 


2 


| oy a 105 5 "2 
This Offence will ok the deeper, hawks you ans.” — . 


255 . 


"C7 


+ 3 e in each will not eaſily be convinced, that 


you do not d:/þi/e either them or their Teachers; nay, 
will probably imagine, that you utterly condemn them, 
as tho? they could not be ſaved. And this Occaſion or 
Offence is now at the Height, becauſe you are juſt ga- 
thered, or gathering rather, ſo that they know not 
where it will end; but the Fear of loſing (fo they ac- 
count it) more of their Members, gives an Edge to their 
Zeal, and _ all gy Anger and Reſentment i in its 
Strength. 

Add to tlas. that you 45 wot have them quits; you 
ſtill rank yourſelves among their Members, which, to 
thoſe who know not that you do it for Conſcience Sake, 
is alſo a provoking Circumſtance. * If you would but 
„get out of their Sight! But you are a continual 
Thorn in their Side, as long as you remain with them. 

And (which cannot but anger them the more) you 
have neither Poaver, nor Riches, nor Learning ; yet, with 
all their.Power, and Money, and Wem, they can 
gain no Ground againſt you. | 

Vou cannot but expect, that the Offence continually]. 
ariſing” from ſuchfa Variety of Provocations, will gra- 


dually ripen into Hatred, Malice, and all other unkind 


Tempers. And as they who are thus affected will not 
fail to repreſent you to others in the ſame Light as you 
appear to them, ſometimes as Madmen and Fools, ſome- 
85 no. wicked Men, Fellows not fit to live upon the 
Earth ; the Conſequence, humanly ſpeaking, muſt be, 
that, together with your Reputation, you will loſe, 1. 
The Love of your Friends, Relations and Acquaintance, 
even thoſe who once loved you the. moſt tenderly : 

Then your: Buſineſs ; for many will employ you no 
longer, nor © buy of ſuch an one as you are; and, in 
due Time, (unleſs he who governs the World interpoſe) 
To Health, cont? and Life. 


What FOO EG Advice can be given to Perſons in \ ſück 

a Situation? I cannot but-adviſe you, thirdly, Confraer 
| 2 yourſelf,, bs the God auhom I ſerve ab to de- 
Ver m, I am not able to deliver myſelf out of theſe 
Difienk es; much leſs am 1 able to bear them. - I know 
not how to give pF my * my Friends, my 
Sub- 


+4 
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Fr a my 7 Liber, 


rejoice in doi 
he will? Are the Haine of my Hea | 
And does he never fail them that truſt in | hi ? Weigh 


OM "7M * 3 12 * 2 


9. 28 
„Life. | 
nd may I 


this thoroughly; and if you can truſt God with your All, 


then 80 on, in the Power of his RO, 


" Go on, I worlls . adviſe N fourth, Keep. 


in the very Path wherein you now tre 


e true to your. ' 


Principles. Never reſt again in the dead Formality of 
Religion. Purſue with your Mgh 


Holineſs ; a ſteady Imitation of 
increaſing Reſemblance of his be Perfections, his 5 
Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. 

| Let this be your manly, noble 
equally remote from the Meanneſs of 


tinward and ontward 


im you worſhip ; a ſtill 


; gen erous Religion; 
uperſtition, (which- 


places Religion in doing what God hath not enjoin'd, 


or abſtainin; 
from the Un 
fection to our own P 


from what he hath not forbidden) and 
indneſs of Bigotry, (which confines our Af- 
„Sect, or 


Opinion.) Above all, 


ſtand faſt in obedient Faith, Faith in the God of par- 


doning 


Mercy, in the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who hath loved you, and given himſelf for 


you. 


felf ; all your Peace, and Joy, and 
to do and ſuffer his Will, thra? the Spirit of the living 
God. Vet in the mean time, carefully avoid Enthuſiaſm 2 
Impate not the Dreams of Men to the all- wiſe Gods /; 


and 


Aſcribe to him all the Good you find in your- 


and Love; all your Power 


expect neither Light nor Power from him, but in 


the ſerious Uſe of all the Means he hath ordained. HIS 
Be true alſo to your Principles, touching Opinions, at 


the Externals of Religion. 


_ Uſe every Ordizance-which 


you believe is of God; but beware of Narrowne(s of 
Spirit towards thoſe who uſe them not. Conform your- 


ſelf to thoſe Modes of Worſoip which you approve; 44-4 
love, as Brethren, thoſe who cannot conform. Lay ſo 
much Streſs on Opinions, that all your own (if it be poſ- 


fible) may agree with Truth and Reaſon ; but have a 


care of Anger, Diſlike, or Contempt toward thoſe whoſe - 
Opinions differ from yours. : 
this : (And indeed, what is it, whereof you are not ae. 5 aq 7 
cuſed Y But beware of g AY: . for hel N , 3 


You are daily accuſed of 
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no Man for not chinking as rs, 


Loet eve e the: full and free Liberty. 
mw” of thi inking for e et every Man uſe his own 
Y ER „ - fine : every 'Man muſt give an. Accor 
- . himſelf: t6 Cod Abhor every Approach, i in any Kind, 7 
| * 2 or Degree, to the Spirit of Per ſecution. If you cannot 
. Juade a Man into the Truth, nere mpt 
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5 50 Vet not, that others. will de 25 wit Jou. 
BY | No: Some Will endeayour to rig 't you out of your 
3 x ae to feats you into a more popular Re 
ral you out of your Singularity : 
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. FR 5 will you be in ſo great Danger, ar 
8 Ault you with quite different "hg 
ES od Nature, and catheſt Profeſsions cf 
: N Gpod-will. Here, you are equally con- 
a tlie very Appearance of, Anger, Con- 


15 . or Unkindneß, _ad to hold faſt the whole Trath . 
. f'God, both in Principle and in Practice. 
OG: his indeed will be interpreted as Unkindneſs. Your 
' former ” Acquaintance will look upon this, that you will |: 
1 e Fr or Fife with them, as a plain Proof of your 
1 Sales toward them; and this Burden you muſt be 
2 =. «-+ content” to bear: But labour to avoid all real Unkind - 
des, all diſobliging Words, or Harſhneſs of Speech, all 


5 SS x Shynefs or or Strange of Behaviour; ſpeak to them with 
N all the Tendeérneß and Love, and behare with all the 


5 Sweetneſß and W you can i taking Care not to 
„ any. ee Offence, to Neighbour or Stranger, 
ESE pe.” end g Wnemy. | : 

5 this very Account 1 might adviſe you, 

CS 07-7 zalk much. of” avhat ou Aer; of the 
n von *endured at Tac] à Time, and the 
EC lnefs of 3 Jour Pes feeuters.” Nothing more tends 
ate th m than this: And therefore, (altho? 
1 is 2 Time | 55 theſe Things muſt be mentioned, | 

{might be a general Rule, to do it as ſeldom as 15 

can Wich a { ſafe Conſeience. For (beſides its Tens 

150 in ame them em) it it has the Appearance of Evil, I - 
rentation,” of mart yourſelves. It alſa rends_. Þ 
to make vou "think our? 
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